
Legacy.  What does that word evoke to you?  Legacy is a word that often entered my mind as I 
considered my election as Grand Knight of our Council.  I am humbled by the responsibility that 
this role entails, and I am intimidated by the Catholic Gentlemen in whose footsteps I follow.  Our 
Council is quite unique based on my experience of over 20 years in the Knights.  We all owe a 
great debt of gratitude to the founding members and leaders of this Council for their deep faith, 

wisdom, strength of character, and their force of will in building the legacy that we have inherited today. 
 

I want to thank you, my Brother Knights, for the honor of serving the Council this year.  As we begin this 
Columbian year, there are a number of themes that I submit to you to consider as the heart of everything 
we do.  They are 1) Service, 2) Unity, 3) Spirituality, and 4) Fruitfulness. 
 
Service:  Our Order was founded on serving the needs of our Brothers and their families, our Church, and 
our Country.  Our tradition of service is our calling card, whether through service to Church at Mass as 
Ushers, Lectures and Eucharistic Ministers, through Supreme Councilõs support of Vatican projects around 
the world, through our service to community by our presence at local events and festivals, or by our service 
to the local charities we support.  Let us each answer the call to serve and get involved in one or two 
Church and Council activities this year. 
 
Unity:  We live at a time when there is great division in American society.  However, our mission as 
Catholic Gentlemen, is to remain òone rope,ó strong yet flexible, made of many individual strands, each 
lending unique elements of strength, allowing us, together, to bear a heavy burden.  As we prayerfully con-
sider and discuss the issues of the day and the challenges and problems we face, may we always do so in 
unity.  Let us each answer the call to confront the òfoes of Church and Stateó as one brotherhood in service 
to the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

 
Spirituality:  We all are called to an intimate relationship with God.  This relationship grows by our 
choosing; choosing each day to talk to God in prayer, to listen for His voice, to trust in His plan for us, to 
answer His call.  May we always look for Godõs hand in our lives, and joyfully accept His plan for our salva-
tion.  Let us each answer the call to grow closer to God through prayer ð perhaps by committing 15 min-
utes to pray the Rosary each and every day. 
 
Fruitfulness:  We Catholics, living in this country, at this time in history, face a constant challenge; to 
remember in this life, that we are on a pilgrim journey to the Father; that our call is to be in this world, not 
of this world.  òSuccessó is not our call; it matters not what we drive, where we live, or how we dress.  We 
will be measured by the fruit that we bear; the love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control we show in our daily lives.  Let us each answer the call to bear fruit in the 
unique way that only we can. 
 
We all have many demands and responsibilities that carve away at our time.  We are all busy with work and 
family and activities for our children.  Yet so did those in whose footsteps we follow!  Service, Unity, Spiri-
tuality and Fruitfulness are themes we can build upon as we answer our call as Brother Knights.  So I ask 
you, my Brothers, what will our legacy be? 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Gregg 
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The Grand Knight is responsible for the welfare of the Council. He presides over 
Council meetings, acts as an ex-officio member of all committees, appoints a member-
ship and program director, convenes officers for a monthly meeting, and ensures all 
necessary reports are submitted to the state and Supreme Council.   

Gregg is originally from Pittsburgh, PA and is a forever Steelers fan.  He works in op-
erations management at Mattel, and lives in Westchester with his wife Portia, a sixth generation 
born Californian, but raised on a farm in Southern Oregon).  They have three children at home ages 
11, 8 and 4 and a 20 year-old (Greggõs stepson) who resides in Northern California.  They attend St 
Anthony's Church in El Segundo where their children also attend school.  

About joining the Knights of Columbus he says, òMy Dad was a Knight for all of my life, serving as 
Grand Knight during my early childhood.  I have very early memories of helping him prepare for 
Knights events, and running the old lithograph machine to run-off the Council newsletters and event 
flyers.  I joined my Dad's Council at 18 to be part of the organization of great men I knew from 
childhood who believed in serving their church and community, and also to buy life insur-
ance.  Later in college at Notre Dame, I served as Council Warden and Trustee.  When we moved 
to California, Portia and I wanted to develop friendships with Catholic families and make a life 
here.  The friends I have in California that I am closest to and value the most are my 
Brother Knights.  I am extremely humbled and honored to be elected the Grand Knight, and will do 
my best to serve our Church, our members and our community." 

Introducing Your Officers for 2006-2007 Columbian Year 
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The deputy grand knight is second in command. He assists the grand knight with 
council affairs and fulfills all duties assigned to him by the grand knight. Should the 
grand knight be absent from a council meeting, the deputy grand knight will preside.  
 
Andy joined our council in 2004 and I enjoy helping the Knights raise money for our 
charities.   I also enjoy the friendships I have made with my brother knights.  Iõm mar-
ried to Angela Pohlen, the Vice Principal at American Martyrs.  We have 3 children, 

Maryann (9), Fred (7) and Barbara Grace (3).  Iõm looking forward to a great year in our council, 
getting to know a lot new members and helping all of our charities. 

Grand Knight: Gregg Profozich        

Deputy Grand Knight : Andy Pohlen 

Monsignor Barry is the  chaplain, spiritual advisor and most important Knight 
of our council. He makes  reports at council meetings on religious matters. 
The grand knight appointed Mons. Barry in accordance with the rules estab-
lished by the bishop of the diocese to serve as council chaplain. He has been 
pastor of American Martyrs Church for over 25 years and has greatly enriched 
the parish community, and everyone he touches,  personally and most impor-
tant, spiritually. We are truly blessed to have Monsignor Barry as a part of  

Council 4567 and thank him for his commitment to the Knights of Columbus.  
 

Chaplain: Monsignor Barry 

Officers and Program Directors: 
 
Chaplain 
Monsignor Barry 
 
District Deputy 
Joseph Muhl 
 
Insurance Agent 
Marcel Van Der Slys 
 
Grand Knight: 
Gregg Profozich 
grandknight@kofc4567.org  
 
Deputy Grand Knight  
Andy Pohlen 
 
Chancellor 
Mike Sisson 
 
Warden  
David McCarthy 
 
Recorder 
Rick Neyland 
 
Financial Secretary 
Ron Babick, PGK 
 
Treasurer 
Tom Morley 
 
Lecturer 
Rob McGarry 
 
Advocate  
Steve Poirier, PGK 
 
Inside Guard 
Paul Mullin 
 
Outside Guard 
John Clifford 
 
Alternate Guard  
Tim Flanagan 
 
Trustees 
Rich Gebele, PGK 
Chris Drewry, PGK 
Mike Zinzli 
 
Membership Director 
Joe Keeley, PGK, PFN 
jlkeeleyjr@roadrunner.com 
 
Church Director 
Greg Raizk 
 
Council Director 
Lou Figeuroa 
 
Community Director  
Rich Gebele, PGK 
 
Family Director 
Jay Perreault 
 
Youth Director 
Chuck Valentino 
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The warden is responsible for safeguarding all council property and degree paraphernalia 
(except that of the financial secretary and treasurer).  He is also responsible for setting up 
council chambers for meetings and ceremonials, and for supervising the activities of the 
guards.  The wardenõs role is critical in ensuring that our meetings start on time and are run 
efficiently.   
  Dave was born in Brooklyn, NY and grew up on Long Island.  After earning baccalaureate 
degrees in Criminal Justice and Political Science from C.W. Post College and while working 

towards his Masterõs degree in Criminal Justice he became a Police Officer.  After earning his Masterõs Degree 
Dave resigned from the Police Department and accepted a commission as a Lieutenant in the United States 
Marine Corps.  After serving in a variety of billets in various bases and aboard ship with a Marine Expedition-
ary Unit, Dave resigned from active duty to attend Fordham University School of Law in New York City, 
although he remained in the reserve component of the Marine Corps.  After graduating and passing the New 
York State bar Dave worked as a Public Finance Attorney for a Wall Street law firm until he was recruited by 
a Los Angeles firm and he moved to California, taking and passing the California State Bar.   Dave eventually 
left private law practice to become a Deputy City Attorney in Culver City, where he has worked for the past 
14 years.  As a Captain in the Marine Corps reserve Dave was recalled to Active Duty for Operation Desert 
Shield/Operation Desert Storm.  As a Lieutenant Colonel Dave was recalled to active duty following the 
9/11 attacks, where he Command Cedeployed with U.S. Central Command to Afghanistan, the Horn of Af-
rica, the Arabian Peninsula for Operation Enduring Freedom; for Operation Iraqi Freedom he deployed three 
times to Iraq with Special Operations.  Dave is Married to the former Carey Elliott and they have twin sons 
Connor and Trevor (9 years old).  Dave has a 19-year old son, Joseph McCarthy, from a prior marriage. 

The recorder is similar to a report recorder or secretary. He is responsible for maintaining a 
true record of all actions of the council and its correspondence.  Those of you who have seen 
Rick in action know that his minutes are impeccable.   
 
Rick was born in Hawthorne, and was part of the first class to graduate St. Anthony School in 
1963.  After graduating ESHS and El Camino College, he went into the Air Force, then the Air 
Force Reserve. He eventually went to work for Western Airlines, which is now owned by 

Delta, and has now worked there for twenty years.  He attends St. Anthony Church and enjoys history, pho-
tography, swimming, and collecting airline memorabilia, and building model airplanes for contests. 
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Officers (continued) 

Warden: David McCarthy 

Recorder: Rick Neyland 

 

The chancellor has a variety of responsibilities. Primarily, he assists the grand knight 
and the deputy grand knight in the execution of their duties and oversees the council 
in both their absences. He is charged with strengthening the membersõ interests in 
council activities. The chancellor is chairman of the admission committee.     
Mike, age 54, is a lawyer with over 26 years experience handling civil rights cases, 
discrimination matters, personal injury and business litigation from his Torrance 
office.  He and his wife, Eileen, recently celebrated their 31st  wedding anniversary 

and have four children: Lauren Sablan (28), (married to Brother Knight, Joseph Sablan, Jr.), Dianne (25), 
Claire (22), and  Neil(15).  They are also proud grandparents to granddaughter, Jane  Sablan)  He and his fam-
ily are active at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Hermosa Beach.  
Mike says, òI joined the Knights to get involved with a charitable organization.  I have enjoyed meeting and 
working with many diverse and unique people who are brought together because of their similar values, their 
Catholic faith and their desire to serve others.ó 

Chancellor: Mike Sisson 
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Recent Council Events 

Lemonade at Fiesta Hermosa 

Council 4567 Members and Families gathered for a September 11th Prayer and Remembrance service at the 9/11 Memorial in Manhattan Beach.  
Over 40 were in attendance to lay flowers, recite the Pledge of Allegiance, and say prayers for our Country and those fallen.  Many of the 343 
Firefighters who made the ultimate sacrifice that day were Brother Knights.  God Bless them one and all.  God Bless America. 

This past Labor Day weekend, Council 4567 raised funds for our 
charities through the Lemonade Stand at Fiesta Hermosa.   
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September 11th Remembrance Service: 

  

Awards Dinners & Officer Installation  

On Sunday, June 28th, the Council Awards Dinner and Installation of Officers 
was held.  (Now) Past Grand Knight Rich Gebele performed his last official 
action as Grand Knight recognizing Brother Knights for their service to the 
Council , and District Deputy Joseph Muhl installed the new Officer Team. 


